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AFRICAN BUFFALO IN BOTSWANA
is the third stamp issue in the series
BIG FIVE IN BOTSWANA

The Stamps

African Buffalo In Botswana

The African Buffalo, or Cape Buffalo (syncerus caffer), known
as Nare in Setswana, is the largest and most formidable of
Africa’s wild bovines.

The Artist

Adult bull featuring the characteristic horns

African Buffalo in Botswana is his first set of
stamps for BotswanaPost.

One of the most successful of Africa’s ruminants, the African
Buffalo thrives in virtually all types of grassland habitat as long
as it is within commuting distance of water (up to 20km)
because they drink water daily.
Historically, buffalo were found all over Botswana, except in
the Kgalagadi, but the rinderpest disease in the 1890’s wiped
out almost half the population. The remaining population,
estimated at around 3000, is found in Ngamiland, and Chobe
districts, Moremi Game Reserve, Okavango Delta, Chobe
National Park and Northern Kgalakgadi Pans.

Two young bulls jousting.

African Buffalo Range in Botswana
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Defending against lion attack.
The wall of horns makes a formidable barrier.
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“BotswanaPost wishes to thank the artist,
Ditshupo Mogapi and the Graphic Designer, Irfan
Kokabi, and to thank the Department of Wildlife
for providing photographs and information to
assist in the development of this set of stamps.”
Technical Details:

Buffalo are extremely gregarious and can be found in herds of
up to 1000 on the Chobe River floodplains.
Buffalo’s number one predator is lion. A wall of threatening
horns provides a formidable obstacle, preventing lions from
reaching the cows and calves which remain safely behind the
barrier. Amazing confrontations between lion and buffalo may
be found by googling African buffalo defend against lion attack.

Distshupo Mogapi, born in Selebi Phikwe,
developed his love of art in high school and
subsequently as an active member of the Thapong
Visual Arts Centre. His openness to different art
forms allows him to create new styles and unique
works of art. He has won prizes as a promising
young artist and in competitions such as Shining
Light Diamond Jewellery Design.

Cow and calf. The calf, born in the wet season,
remains with its mother until the birth
of next year’s calf.

Botswana maintains a conservative issuing policy. A
definitive set is released every five years illustrating a
theme of international interest. Commemorative sets are
normally issued 4 or 5 times per year, illustrating themes
that reveal the environmental, cultural and historical
heritage of Botswana.

