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KGOTLA
Democracy Through Dialogue

KGOTLA: Democracy Through Dialogue
Everybody must have the opportunity to have their
opinion heard and considered, as well as contribute
to the development of the community. This is often
practiced through the highly respected Kgotla
system, in Botswana.

TRADITIONAL ADJUDICATION

INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

The Kgotla is the traditional meeting place within
the community. Headed by the Kgosi (Chief ) and his
advisors, it is an important platform for individuals to
exercise their democratic rights. It plays an important
role in discussions and dispute resolution among its
local communities, as it handles both civil and minor
criminal cases. In a traditional kgotla setting, men lead
the discussions and women contribute, whilst seated on
mats or on the kgotla floor.

Public tribal assemblies are used mostly by Government
officials and politicians to discuss important issues,
policies and legislation with the community. This is
viewed as a democratic process in which the village
leadership would consult with the community who have
the right to express their views and concerns. Feedback
from such gatherings is used to influence policy making
decisions at a national level.

CORONATION OF A CHIEF

DIKGAFELA HARVEST CELEBRATION

The enthronement of a female Kgosi
(Chief ) shows that culture and tradition is dynamic
and not static, and that they can be adapted to suit socioeconomic change. During coronation, the new Kgosi is
ushered in by the regiment. The traditional leopard/lion
skin that is draped around the shoulders of the Kgosi is
a sign of authority and respect. The kudu horn (lepatata)
is used to call the community to the kgotla, to witness
the auspicious occassion.

This festive ceremony is traditional appeasement to the
ancestors, thanking them for the rains and the harvest.
Elderly women carry pots of traditional beer and baskets
of harvest on their heads to the communal silos at the
kgotla. The men follow with cattle and donkey carts filled
with bags of harvest. Branches of the sacred evergreen
Moologa tree are carried, as a symbol of faith and hope
that the heavens will bring down rains. This is an annual
event that happens after every harvest season.
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